
                                                                                                      Havanese Fanciers of Canada Inc © 2011 

 

 

  
 

THE  
HAVANESE 

                                   
     

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
  

             HAVANESE FANCIERS OF CANADA 

              CKC accredited National Breed Club 

Contacts - Club president Paula Martel email: president@havanesefanciers.com  
or Club secretary Cindy MacLean at email:  secretary@havanesefanciers.com   
 

Committed to the preservation and responsible promotion of the Havanese breed in Canada 

mailto:k9club@sympatico.ca


                                                                                                      Havanese Fanciers of Canada Inc © 2011 

 

 
 U P F R O N T  A N D  P e r s o n a l  

 

THE HAVANESE 
                                   
 
 

     

 

 
  
 
 
 
 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

The standard is very clear. The 

forelegs are to be straight and 

parallel. Luxurious long fur can 

hide all sorts of unexpected 

surprises underneath. Bowed 

legs, fiddle fronts and legs 

turned either in or out are 

incorrect for the breed and 

contrary to the CKC Havanese 

breed standard. Thorough hands-on 

evaluations are required to 

correctly ascertain what is under 

the profuse coat.  Feel your 

way front and forward and know 

for sure.  

 

Note: Dogs in sidebar photos have 

been wetted and soaped for 

illustration purposes to show 

structure 

 

from the CKC breed standard 

 

FOREQUARTERS :  

Forelegs straight, parallel, 

lean, good bone structure... 
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B E S T  F O O T  F O R W A R D 
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from the CKC breed 

standard 

 

COAT:  

Scissoring and all trimming 

forbidden.  Exceptions: tidying 

the base of the feet ...... 

 

 

The definition of tidying is to 

neaten. It denotes basic 

cleaning up, not an extensive 

makeover.  

 

Our interpretation of tidying 

the hair on the feet is to trim 

under the feet and between the 

pads for safety and also to 

neaten the edges of the foot to 

prevent slipper or boat feet. 

The neatening, as expressed in 

the standard, is limited to the 

foot only. A shaped or 

sculptured leg is not 

appropriate.   
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 T h e  T a l l  a n d  t h e  S m a l l  
 

THE HAVANESE 
 

from the CKC breed standard book 

  SIZE : Ideal height at withers 23-27cm (9.0-10.6 inches).  

Tolerance from 21-29cm (8.3-11.4 inches).   

 

                                                        DISQUALIFICATION  : Height: under 21cm or over 29cm  

                   (minimum not applicable to puppies under 12 months) 

 

       
       NB- photos are to illustrate height range only  
 

 
 
While the actual height range for the Havanese is quite narrow, the added  tolerance limits 

allow for a rather large spread in size.  The heights of 23cm to 27cm outline the ideal 

height range (approx. 9.06 to 10.63 inches). A further 2 cm at either end give us lower and 

upper height limits. Measurements in the tolerance range are outside of the stated ideal 

height, however are still within permitted norms of the breed and acceptable, though less 

desirable. Tolerance outlines a minimum height of 21cm (approx. 8.27 inches) and a 

maximum height of 29cm (approx. 11.42 inches). Heights at the withers outside of this 

identified range; shorter than 21cm or taller than 29cm are a breed disqualification.  

 

Certain coat colours, makings and patterns may cause optical illusions adding to, or 

diminishing apparent height. Similarly, close lying coats may make a dog appear 

smaller while fluffier coats can easily add to the appearance of height.   Where there is 

doubt, measurement with an approved CKC wicket is the best way to be sure.   
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 N A T U R A L  B E A U T Y  

 

THE HAVANESE 
 

 
                                                

 from the CKC breed standard 
 

TEMPERAMENT  

+   

APPEARANCE 

+ 

 
COAT 

 
Affectionate, happy natured, 

amiable, a charmer, playful 

and even a bit of a clown. An 

eager, lively, devoted family 

companion, typically good 

with children.  

Casual and 

carefree, 

unaffected in both 

manner and 

appearance. 

Scissoring and all 

trimming forbidden é.  
 

 
 
 

The nature of the Havanese tells us he is a busy cheerful little dog and a loving childôs 

companion. He is the ñdog next doorò and the ñclass clownò.  He is not one for sitting 

on satin pillows as a manicured decoration. Artificial enhancements, straightening, 

shaping and artful clipping have no place in his grooming. Why spend hours grooming 

him in a way that is contrary to his nature and contrary to the standard?  A clean coat, 

thoroughly brushed and combed is all he needs.  Let the natural beauty of his wavy 

untrimmed coat speak for itself. 
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The Havanese is the Bichon of Cuba. At first glance, a long abundant coat seems at 

cross purposes to his island heritage. In truth, the words ñlongò and ñabundantò do not 

imply heavy or dense.  Abundant simply means there is plenty of coat. ñideally wavyò 

indicates the ideal is not straight and not overly curly. In the case of the Havanese, 

Mother Nature designed a light, soft coat well suited to the tropics. It is theorized that 

the ideal wavy coat allows small air pockets (loft) to form that may traps air and draw 

heat away from the body to help regulate body temperature and keep the Havanese cool 

and comfortable in the tropical heat.  
 

For some reason, along the way, the term ñwavyò appears to have been equated to frumpy 

and messy which then got tied in to implying dirty, or unkempt. Wavy hair can be an untidy 

mess (as can any other coat), but wavy can also be well groomed and beautifully natural. 

Wavy can mean subtle curves or soft undulations, ripples or more contoured deep waves.   
 

 

 

A naturally wavy coat is just right for the Havanese. Even the slightest wave should be 

noticeable, most especially in the ears, rump and tail. The use of products or techniques 

which alter coat texture destroy the very features which make the Havanese coat unique.  
 

 

       General Appearance 

é with long abundant, soft and wavy hair in 

a variety of colours and patterns. 

 

COAT 
Hair ideally wavy; any degree of wave permissible. 

Single, perfectly straight or tightly curled coats 

undesirable..... 
 

THE HAVANESE 
 

 From the CKC breed standard 

    T h e  S t r a i g h t  G o o d s  
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B A C K  t o  B A S I C S  

 

THE HAVANESE 
 

 
     (figure1) naturally wavy; bathed, dried, brushed & combed �± after shaking, this dog has a slightly tousled appearance     
     (figure 2) This is the same dog �±   ironed for illustration purposes only  
 
 

from the CKC breed standard 
 

COAT  :  

Hair ideally wavy; any degree of wave permissible. Single, perfectly straight or tightly 

curled coats undesirable; wooly, harsh or wiry textures incorrect. 

 

When it is so clearly outlined that the Havanese coat is to be ñideally wavyò, it is 

difficult to comprehend how anyone could consider that ironing or straightening 

the coat for presentation is acceptable, yet it does happen. There is a disturbing 

trend to show Havanese overgroomed in this way. It is contrary to the preferred 

coat described in the breed standard. An overgroomed coat is a fault.   Havanese 

deserve to be shown on their own merits with the wavy coat Mother Nature 

designed.  

 

There are many degrees of wavy coat expression, from relaxed subtle curves to 

deeper more defined waves.  Naturally straight or curly coats, although less 

desirable, are also possible.  A straight coat is not necessarily ironed or 

straightened and a crinkled coat not necessarily crimped or ungroomed. Careful 

assessment is needed to determine if the dog is undergroomed, overgroomed, or 

natural. Overgroomed and neglected coats are both faults. 

 


